
Smart, talented and creative: Tyler Clementi was deeply loved by family and friends for his kind 
heart and bright spirit. At the young age of 18, he became a victim of a horrible act of cyber-
harassment and humiliation. His story puts a human face on the consequences of cruelty, which 
has been faced by millions of others suffering in silence in their schools, colleges, teams, 
workplaces, or faith communities. Tyler’s story has inspired tens of thousands of youth and 
adults to be Upstanders in the face of bullying, harassment and humiliation across the globe. 

A Passionate Young Man 

Tyler grew up with a passion for music. Tyler began playing the violin in the third grade and 
became an accomplished violinist. He performed in numerous orchestras and was awarded with 
several accolades for his musical contributions. 

Tyler was also an enthusiastic bicyclist and unicyclist. 

By combining his knowledge with creativity and talent, he taught himself to play the violin while 
unicycling! He understood that we all must learn to embrace unique qualities in others and in 
ourselves. 

Coming Out 

The summer after his high school graduation, Tyler was learning to embrace his gay self. He had 
just begun the important journey of coming out to close family and friends. Tyler was brave and 
honest about who he was, but this was still a difficult, vulnerable time for him. 

In August of 2010, Tyler began studying at Rutgers University where he was excited to learn, 
grow and have the freedom to live openly as a gay man. 

He began playing violin at the institution’s high level orchestra. Only a few weeks into his first 
semester, Tyler’s musical gifts earned him a seat in an orchestra comprised primarily of 
upperclassmen and graduate students. Tyler was one of only two incoming freshman who made 
the graduate school orchestra. 

Targeted for humiliation 

Within weeks, Tyler became the victim of a horrible act of cyber-harassment, a type of bullying 
or cruelty that takes place using the internet. 

One night, Tyler asked his dorm mate, Dharun Ravi, for some privacy because he had a date. Ravi 
agreed but what Tyler didn’t know was that Ravi was planning a horrible act of humiliation; he 
secretly pointed his computer’s webcam at Tyler’s bed, and then left. 

https://tylerclementi.org/pledge/
https://tylerclementi.org/cyberbullying/


The camera captured Tyler in an intimate act, as Ravi invited other students to view it online. 
Many students at the university contributed to this invasion of privacy by not reporting or 
stopping what was happening to Tyler. 

Tyler discovered what his abuser had done when he viewed his roommate’s Twitter feed. He 
learned he had widely become a topic of ridicule in his new social environment. He also found 
out that his roommate was planning a second attempt to broadcast from the webcam. 

Several days later, Tyler Clementi ended his life by jumping off the George Washington Bridge. 
He was eighteen years old. 

  

Tyler’s Legacy 

Today, Tyler’s memory lives on thanks to a growing number of #Upstanders with a shared 
commitment to stand up to bullying, to offer its victims their support, and to treat every 
individual with dignity and respect, regardless of one’s age, race, nationality, faith, gender 
identity, sexual orientation or cultural identity. Join the thousands of individuals who have made 
a pledge to stand up to bullying. 
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Bullying: Fast Facts 

28% of U.S. students in grades 6–12 have experienced bullying.1 

20% of U.S. students in grades 9–12 have experienced bullying.3 

9% of students in grades 6–12 experienced cyberbullying.1 

15% of high school students (grades 9–12) were electronically bullied in the past 

year.4 

55.2% of LGBT students experienced cyberbullying.5 

30% of young people admit to bullying others in surveys.2 

70.6% of young people say they have seen bullying in their schools.2 

70.4% of school staff have seen bullying. 

62% witnessed bullying two or more times in the last month and 41% witness bullying 

once a week or more.2 

 

 

 

 



Bullying: The Basics 

What is Bullying? 

Bullying is defined as any unwanted and harmful verbal, physical, psychological, sexual or 

social act committed by an individual or group, as well as any real or perceived threat or 

imbalance of power. 

According to the U.S. Department of Justice, bullying includes teasing, name-calling, 

intimidation, humiliation, taunting, spreading rumors or lies, demands for money, online 

harassment (known as cyberbullying), sexual harassment, physical assault, theft and destruction 

of property. 

Those harmed by bullying may be targeted on the basis of their sex, gender, race, ethnicity, 

religion, sexual orientation, gender identity, physical appearance and/or disability. 

Although bullying is widespread in schools and on campuses across the United States, it is 

oftentimes less visible than people imagine, and it is often underreported. 

In order to be considered bullying, the behavior must be aggressive and include: 

 An Imbalance of Power: Kids who bully use their power—such as physical strength, access to 

embarrassing information, or popularity—to control or harm others. Power imbalances can 
change over time and in different situations, even if they involve the same people. 

 Repetition: Bullying behaviors happen more than once or have the potential to happen more than 

once. 

Bullying includes actions such as making threats, spreading rumors, attacking someone 

physically or verbally, and excluding someone from a group on purpose. 

Are there Types of Bullying? 

There are three types of bullying6: 

Verbal bullying is saying or writing mean things. Verbal bullying includes: 

 Teasing 

 Name-calling 

 Inappropriate sexual comments 

 Taunting 

 Threatening to cause harm 

Social bullying, sometimes referred to as relational bullying, involves hurting someone’s 

reputation or relationships. Social bullying includes: 

 Leaving someone out on purpose 

 Telling other children not to be friends with someone 



 Spreading rumors about someone 

 Embarrassing someone in public 

Physical bullying involves hurting a person’s body or possessions. Physical bullying includes: 

 Hitting/kicking/pinching 

 Spitting 

 Tripping/pushing 

 Taking or breaking someone’s things 

 Making mean or rude hand gestures 

Why Does Bullying Matter? 

Bullying is a serious educational issue, and a matter of public health and safety. It creates a 

climate of fear and panic within schools, on playgrounds and throughout neighborhoods – and in 

today’s digital age, bullying is carried out after school hours over the Internet. 

Children, adolescents and adults harmed by bullying often suffer from a wide range of 

psychological and school-related problems, including anxiety, depression, low self-esteem, 

suicidal ideation, chronic lateness and absences, and difficulty concentrating. 

What Are the Effects of Bullying? 

Bullying can often have painful physical and emotional effects such as: 

 Emotional Distress 

 Substance Abuse 

 Missing Work & School 

 Suicide 

 


